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THE POWER OF FAITH 1 

By Crystal A. Murray 2 

  3 

  4 

This is just a brief study on the power of faith as given to men. I began this study after 5 

seeking God's wisdom about the current "movement" in the spirit realm and in the churches. I had 6 

always wondered about the depth and value of my faith, and whether it was truly enough to "move 7 

mountains" in my life.  8 

For many years, voices have echoed inspirations to "act in faith," or "believe to receive," or 9 

"name it claim it." Recently, it has even been advised that a way to strengthen faith is to exercise 10 

it. The suggested exercise I was given was the one to command one of my own fingers to grow, 11 

return to its original size, grow again, etc. People are truly getting results with this, but I had to 12 

wonder if the results were from God. Furthermore, I wondered, if they weren't from God, why 13 

were so many in the churches beginning to manifest these types of events.  14 

After being introduced to these types of powers, and then to the trend of "soaking prayer," I 15 

felt it necessary to seek God from the depths of my heart. I asked Him to show me, by causing my 16 

own finger to grow, if this was of Him. No fingers grew, even though I know this exact power in 17 

God because of watching my own leg grow nearly two inches when God directed me to believe in 18 

Him for healing in my back. So, did my fingers refuse to grow because I did not have faith, or was 19 

it because I asked God to do it only if it was His will, and He was showing me that it was not? I 20 

believe the latter.  21 

When I resumed my wisdom seeking again because of the current demonstrations being 22 

manifested in Lakeland, Florida, my answer came with just one Scripture. In that Scripture, I 23 

understood how people like Todd Bentley could perform the miraculous, even if it was not of 24 

God. However, even knowing this wisdom came from God, I studied to make certain that I had 25 
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more than one Scripture on which to base my new understanding. The following Scriptures and 1 

commentary are a result of that study.  2 

(All Scriptures used are KJV. Scriptures are bolded & single spaced with Jesus' words in red.)  3 

(Mark 11:22) 4 

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.  5 

Have faith in God and not in ourselves or a man. This is the beginning of an admonition to 6 

the disciples after they brought up the power Jesus had over the fig tree. He is making sure they 7 

understand that it's not just about power or faith in general, because (verily)... 8 

(Mark 11:23) 9 

For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, 10 

and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those 11 

things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he saith.   12 

 13 

Understand that faith in and of itself is so powerful that, even if a man asks an impossible 14 

thing like moving a mountain into the sea, it will happen. God created faith with infinite 15 

possibilities--even the possibility to go against His perfect will if believers do not connect their 16 

will and their faith directly to Him. In reality, God would never want men running around 17 

changing nature and changing the ecosystem as He has created it. Often, when those things do 18 

happen, it is as a result of sin or curse. 19 

(Mark 11:24) 20 

Therefore, I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye 21 

receive them, and ye shall have them. 22 

 Therefore, or because of this power of faith, those things desired should be asked in prayer 23 

to God, not just spoken like a man talking to a mountain. This goes back to Jesus' very first 24 

statement, "Have faith in God." And, they should not just be prayed for, but believed on in that 25 

prayer.  26 

 Personal thought: Whether or not the punctuation here is correct, I do not know. If it is, I 27 
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notice the comma after desire. So, it's not saying, "Whatever things you desire while you are 1 

praying," but rather "Whatever things you desire, pray about them."  2 

 3 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 4 

 5 

 Here's another look at the same scenario: 6 

 7 

(Luke 17:5) 8 

And the apostles said unto the Lord, Increase our faith.  9 

(Luke 17:6) 10 

And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this 11 

sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should 12 

obey you.   13 

 14 

The mustard seed here is used as an answer to the disciples' request for Jesus to "increase 15 

their faith". He says, basically, if you have even a tiny bit of faith, you can do great things. The 16 

mustard seed is small, but it's all seed, so it represents pure faith. Also, it's not necessarily faith 17 

that is pure in motive, but the faith itself is pure. 18 

(Luke 17:7) 19 

But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, 20 

when he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat?  21 

(Luke 17:8) 22 

And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and 23 

serve me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink?  24 

(Luke 17:9) 25 

Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not.  26 

(Luke 17:10) 27 

So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We 28 

are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do.  29 

 30 

 So why would Jesus follow the admonition about faith with the story about the servant 31 

doing what was commanded of him? Because, again, He was showing that faith in and of itself is 32 

so powerful, it can even pluck up a tree by the roots and toss it into the sea. But it's not such a big 33 

deal in the eyes of God.  34 
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When we use faith in Jesus, we are simply doing what He has commanded us to do. It's not 1 

something to make into a big deal, calling each other "Great men or women of faith" as is done so 2 

often in modern Christianity. He even reminds us in Philippians 2:13 that He is the one who gives 3 

us the desire to serve Him and the power to carry that out. This means that, as His servants, we 4 

have nothing of our own about which to brag. 5 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 6 

 And here is yet another example.  7 

(Matt 17:14) 8 

And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a certain man, kneeling down 9 

to him, and saying,  10 

(Matt 17:15) 11 

Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into 12 

the fire, and oft into the water.  13 

(Matt 17:16) 14 

And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him.  15 

(Matt 17:17) 16 

Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with 17 

you? How long shall I suffer you? Bring him hither to me.  18 

(Matt 17:18) 19 

And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that 20 

very hour.  21 

(Matt 17:19) 22 

Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out?  23 

(Matt 17:20) 24 

And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have 25 

faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder 26 

place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.  27 

(Matt 17:21) 28 

Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.  29 

 30 

  In this example, we can see that Jesus again tells them that faith is so powerful, even a little 31 

bit, can cause a mountain to be cast into the sea. And yet, He reminds them that, even with the 32 

power of faith, the demons only respond to that which is in the power of God. Again, it was about 33 

praying and not just speaking things in faith. And the fasting would add sanctification to the 34 
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equation.  1 

 So, we can control earth (maybe even meaning flesh) by the power of faith, but to have any 2 

kind of power in the spirit realm, we better be sure we are working with God's power and not our 3 

own "faith" which is not motivated by obedience or love toward God. The seven sons of Sceva 4 

had faith enough (they were vagabond Jews) to get the attention of demons, but because they had 5 

no true relationship with God, and were not directed by God to cast out demons, they were 6 

overcome and wounded. 7 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 8 

 And a final one tells the same story following Jesus action against the fig tree. 9 

(Matt 21:20) 10 

And when the disciples saw it, they marvelled, saying, How soon is the fig tree withered 11 

away!  12 

(Matt 21:21) 13 

Jesus answered and said unto them, Verily I say unto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye 14 

shall not only do this which is done to the fig tree, but also if ye shall say unto this mountain, 15 

Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; it shall be done.  16 

(Matt 21:22) 17 

And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.  18 

  19 

Again, Jesus tells them if they have pure faith, they can not only command the fruit of a 20 

tree, but even the biggest things in nature. And again, He follows it with the reminder to ask and 21 

believe all things in prayer. 22 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 23 

And this one does well in wrapping it all up for me.  24 

(Rom 12:2) 25 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 26 

that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  27 

(Rom 12:3) 28 

For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of 29 

himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 30 

dealt to every man the measure of faith. 31 
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  1 

 I believe it is first saying, make sure your motives are correct, so you will do God's will and 2 

not your own. And then, so that we don't get too haughty about our abilities, we must remember 3 

that God has given EVERY man a portion or measure of faith.  4 

 Since faith has power even apart from God, in the same sense that water gets someone wet 5 

even if God is not the one splashing it on, we must remember to think clearly about our use of it. 6 

In other words, if God gave us a cup of water, and we used it to get someone wet, would be brag 7 

about how they got wet because we were the ones that splashed it?   8 

 We should never think, just because we use what God has given us to perform something, 9 

that we are more highly valued than anyone else, or even that we have any great power in God. 10 

Just like He made water, and He made it to get things wet, He made faith, and He made 11 

it to yield power. The power of faith, like the wetness o water, will work whether or not He has 12 

told us to "splash" it around. We are still nothing, but by God's grace, we are able (and even 13 

commanded) to operate in His gifts--even in this mortal flesh. And then we should praise God for 14 

His grace to trust us with such power, but even when we rejoice in that, we must remember Jesus 15 

words to the disciples in the  16 

10th verse of Luke 10: "Notwithstanding in this rejoice not, that the spirits are subject unto 17 

you; but rather rejoice, because your names are written in heaven." 18 

 Final Notes: The remaining verses in this chapter list many gifts in the body of Christ and 19 

remind us that we are to use them as a duty, just as Jesus reminded the men when He talked about 20 

the servant. By these things, we can remain joined as a body, obedient to our callings, preferring 21 

others above ourselves, instant in prayer, not influenced by "high" things, and compassionate. 22 

These things culminate with not being overcome by evil, (or subdued by empty worthlessness), 23 

but rather taking victory over worthless things by sticking to the right, the good, and the beneficial 24 

things. 25 


